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Before joining LePatner & Associates in 1997,
Victoria Drogin seriously considered pursuing a
different path. She was fascinated by language,
communication and, in her words, ¢the dialogue,
interaction and the motivating forces that deter-
mine peopleis choices 8 business and otherwise.6
To Ms. Drogin, the concepts of marketing, brand-
ing, business development, and what she calls dcli-
ent care,0 seemed not only intuitive and essential,
but somewhat at odds with the traditional practice
of law.

Ms. Drogin says, 0At the time, | had embarked
on a path that led from law school to a position
with a prominent insurance defense law firm. |
gained a real appreciation of the issues involved in
the design and construction of major projects, and
how those issues related to insurance coverage liti-
gation. | really enjoyed the interaction with clients
and their corporate insurers, and finding creative
ways to solve their problems.o

But the limitations of a traditional legal practice
soon became an obstacle. 0l kept thinking,0 she
continued, othere are avenues and business pos-
sibilities that weire not exploring. Frankly, | was frus-
trated and ready to leave law altogether for anoth-
er more creative and business oriented field.

Seeking advice and a different perspective,
she turned to an old friend, Barry B. LePatner.
Recognizing that she had precisely the type of
background that had led LePatner & Associates to
be a leader in the field of construction law, he invit-
ed her to work at his firm, promising her a different,
more creative and entrepreneurial business frame-

Aln five years, we will be bringing
such new and exciting options to
our clients - the best part of this
business is finding different, better
ways to more effectively solve their
legal and business problems.o

work. She says, 0l had always been impressed with
Barryis visionary business model and approach to
the practice. He was genuinely involved with his
clientsi business interests. It didnit take long to con-
vince me that my goals and interest in marketing,
branding and taking a creative approach to build-
ing a truly unique law and business practice, could
be congruent.6

One of Ms. Droginis most fulfilling assignments
was to handle the headquarters relocation of
WNET, New York Cityis Public Broadcasting System
television affiliate. Throughout a two-year period,

Ms. Drogin immersed herself in every detail of
WNETis move from a building where it had
enjoyed a 30-year stay. LePatner & Associates
served as construction counsel, drafting and
negotiating the architectural, engineering and
construction management agreements, and
attending project meeting to coordinate the con-
struction and design team and keep the project
on track.

Other, less fortunate owners are introduced to
Ms. Drogin when their projects have already fallen
apart. She says, 0Helping owners guard against
unwarranted construction claims by contractors is
one of the most important services we offer. But
more importantly, we continually inform owners
that prevention begins at the earliest stages of
project planning.

Today, Ms. Drogin manages to balance her
work schedule with her family life. Laughing, she
says 0My two girls (who are three and seven years
old) keep me in training for my most demanding
clients!é When she finds time to read, this English
literature major is passionate
about the future interplay of
technology, science and the
way people live and interact.
She is a fan of futurist/author
Ray Kurzweil. 0All of my heroes
have a common quest, and
that is to see how life as we
know it will feel in the future.
For example, Kurzweilis projec-
tions about artificial intelligence
are absolutely fascinating.6

As for her own future at LePatner & Associates,
Ms. Drogin says, oln five years, we will be bringing
such new and exciting options to our clients @ the
best part of this business is finding different, better
ways to more effectively solve their legal and busi-
ness problems.6

You can read Victoria Droginis complete profile and
professional achievements in the April 2004 Mann
Report, the May 12, 2004 Real Estate Weekly and at
www.lepatner.com/vrd-profile.html
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LePatner & Associates won an
award of nearly $1.2 million from
a New Jersey State arbitrator for its
client, MAST Construction Services,
for extended services it was forced
to perform for the Hudson County
Correctional Center, which is cur-
rently under construction and
proceeding to completion. The final
award totalled over 90% of what
LePatner and MAST presented to
the arbitrator.

LePatner & Associates obtained a
favorable settlement in a media-
tion for its client, the developer
of a new luxury condominium in
the Lower East Side of New York
City. LePatner proved that the
clientis termination of the contrac-
tor was justified and that the client
sustained significant damages as a
result of the contractoris delays and
poor workmanship.

LePatner & Associates is in the
news! Victoria Drogin was featured
in the Mann Report and Real Estate
Weekly (see article at left), David
Pfeffer was published in Residential
Architect magazine in an article on
construction liability and insurance,
and Ronald Feingold and Brad
Cronk spoke recently at a National
Realty Council luncheon on pitfalls
owners face during construction.

QUOTE OF THE QUARTER

iiThe yshermen know that the sea is
dangerous and the storm terrible, but
they have never found these dangers

sufycient reasons for staying ashore.

Vincent Van Gogh
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